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Foreword
UNESCO's standard-setting instruments (also called normative
instruments) come in the form of international conventions/agreements,
recommendations, or declarations. Following the Organization's Rules of
Procedures, these are prepared, drafted and adopted in consultation with
Member States and adopted by UNESCO's General Conferences. Member
States are enjoined to support and abide these international standardsetting instruments.
International Conventions/Agreements are subject to ratification by
Member States. UNESCO members can do this by depositing an
instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval with the UNESCO
Director-General's Office. The deposit of such instrument legally binds the
Member State to the rules and terms of the agreement. It also makes the
Member State a State Party to the Convention.
Recommendations are instruments expressing principles and norms for the
international regulation of particular concerns. Recommendations are not
subject to ratification but Member States are invited to take the necessary
legislative or other steps within their territories to make existing rules and
practices conform to the principles and norms articulated or set forth in the
Recommendations.
Like Recommendations, Declarations also define norms and articulate
universal principles which the community of states imbue with the highest
possible authority and lend the broadest possible support. Declarations are
not subject to ratification but are considered formal and solemn
instruments enunciating principles of great and lasting importance.
This Handbook is meant to serve as reference or a guide to the abovementioned standard-setting instruments of UNESCO. The Conventions,
Recommendations and Declarations have been classified according to
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UNESCO's five programme sectors or fields of competence, namely:
Education; Natural Sciences; Social and Human Sciences; Culture; and
Communication and Information. There is also a listing of Other
Conventions and Recommendations that does not fall under any one of the
Programme Sectors.
Of UNESCO's Standard-Setting Instruments, there are as many as 30
Conventions, 47 Recommendations and 16 Declarations. The table below
shows the fields of Culture and Communication & Information to account
for the most number of standard-setting instruments:

To date, the Philippines has ratified 10 UNESCO Conventions (marked with
an asterisk in the Handbook listing). The first Convention ratified by the
Philippines was the Agreement on the Importation of Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Materials, which the country acceded to or ratified in
1952. The most recent one is the 2005 International Convention against
Doping in Sport (19 October 2005, Paris) which the Philippines ratified in
2010.
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At present, the Philippines is working on the ratification of two UNESCO
Conventions. These are the Convention on the Protection of the
Underwater Cultural Heritage and the Convention on the Protection and
Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions under the Culture
Sector. These are being reviewed by the National Commission for Culture
and the Arts, National Commission on Indigenous Peoples, National
Economic and Development Authority, Commission on Muslim Filipinos,
Department of Education, Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino and Department
of Foreign Affairs.
The country too is in the process of reviewing proposed revisions to existing
recommendations and these include the following: Recommendation on
the Protection and Promotion of Museums and Collections,
Recommendation on the Status of Artist, Recommendation on the Status of
Scientific Researchers, Revised Recommendation concerning Technical
and Vocational Education, Recommendation on the Development of Adult
Education, Recommendation Concerning the Promotion and Use of
Multilingualism and Universal Access to Cyberspace and Draft
Recommendation concerning the Preservation of, and Access to,
Documentary Heritage in the Digital Age. The Philippine inputs for the said
recommendations are currently being drafted for consideration by the next
2015 General Conference.
The Philippines National Commission for UNESCO takes charge of
reporting and following up on the status of those instruments that are under
study and/or review prior to their submission to the Department of Foreign
Affairs and the Philippines Permanent Delegation to UNESCO. The latter
officially transmits the Philippines' decisions on the instruments in
question.
To serve as a timely reference, the PH NatCom hopes to update this
Handbook on a regular basis.
VIRGINIA A. MIRALAO, Ph.D.
Secretary-General
iii

Definition of Terms
International Conventions/Agreements are subject to ratification,
acceptance or accession by States. They define rules with which
the States undertake to comply.
Ratification defines the international act whereby a state indicates
its consent to be bound to a treaty if the parties intended to show
their consent by such an act. In the case of bilateral treaties,
ratification is usually accomplished by exchanging the requisite
instruments, while in the case of multilateral treaties the usual
procedure is for the depositary to collect the ratifications of all
states, keeping all parties informed of the situation. The
institution of ratification grants states the necessary time-frame
to seek the required approval for the treaty on the domestic level
and to enact the necessary legislation to give domestic effect to
that treaty. [Arts.2 (1) (b), 14 (1) and 16, Vienna Convention on
the Law of Treaties 1969]
Accession is the act whereby a state accepts the offer or the
opportunity to become a party to a treaty already negotiated and
signed by other states. It has the same legal effect as ratification.
Accession usually occurs after the treaty has entered into force.
The Secretary-General of the United Nations, in his function as
depositary, has also accepted accessions to some conventions
before their entry into force. The conditions under which
accession may occur and the procedure involved depend on the
provisions of the treaty. A treaty might provide for the accession
of all other states or for a limited and defined number of states. In
the absence of such a provision, accession can only occur where
the negotiating states were agreed or subsequently agree on it in
the case of the state in question. [Arts.2 (1) (b) and 15, Vienna
Convention on the Law of Treaties 1969]
The instruments of "acceptance" or "approval" of a treaty have
the same legal effect as ratification and consequently express the
iv

consent of a state to be bound by a treaty. In the practice of certain
states, acceptance and approval have been used instead of
ratification when, at a national level, constitutional law does not
require the treaty to be ratified by the head of state. [Arts. 2 (1) (b)
and 14 (2), Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties 1969]
Recommendations are instruments in which "the General Conference
formulates principles and norms for the international regulation of
any particular question and invites Member States to take whatever
legislative or other steps may be required in conformity with the
constitutional practice of each State and the nature of the question
under consideration to apply the principles and norms aforesaid
within their respective territories" (Article 1 (b)). These are
therefore norms which are not subject to ratification but which
Member States are invited to apply.
Declarations are another means of defining norms, which are not
subject to ratification. Like recommendations, they set forth
universal principles to which the community of States wished to
attribute the greatest possible authority and to afford the broadest
possible support. In United Nations practice, a 'declaration' is a
formal and solemn instrument, suitable for rare occasions when
principles of great and lasting importance are being enunciated,
such as the Declaration of Human Rights.
Protocols are used for an additional legal instrument that complements
and add to a treaty. A protocol may be on any topic relevant to the
original treaty and is used either to further address something in
the original treaty, address a new or emerging concern or add a
procedure for the operation and enforcement of the treaty—such as
adding an individual complaints procedure. A protocol is 'optional'
because it is not automatically binding on States that have already
ratified the original treaty; States must independently ratify or
accede to a protocol.
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Culture
Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape, Including a
Glossary of Definitions. 10 November 2011
The Recommendation addresses the need to better integrate and
frame urban heritage conservation strategies within the larger
goals of overall sustainable development, in order to support
public and private actions aimed at preserving and enhancing
the quality of the human environment. It suggests a landscape
approach for identifying, conserving and managing historic
areas within their broader urban contexts, by considering the
interrelationships of their physical forms, their spatial
organization and connection, their natural features and settings,
and their social, cultural and economic values.
Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of
Cultural Expressions. Paris, 20 October 2005
The main aim of the Convention is to promote respect for the
diversity of cultural expressions through fostering
'interculturality' in the local, national and international levels.
The Convention also reaffirmed the sovereign rights of States to
maintain, adopt and implement policies and measures that they
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deem appropriate for the protection and promotion of the
diversity of cultural expressions and creative industries in their
territories.
*Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.
Paris, 17 October 2003 (Ratified: 2006)
The Convention defines safeguarding as "measures aimed at
ensuring the viability of the intangible cultural heritage, including
the identification, documentation, research, preservation,
protection, promotion, enhancement, transmission, particularly
through formal and non-formal education, as well as the
revitalization of the various aspects of such heritage." Raising
awareness toward safeguarding intangible cultural heritage,
ensuring that intangible cultural heritage are not neglected,
instilling mutual appreciation thereof to the people especially
among the youth and providing international cooperation and
assistance, are the purposes of the Convention.
UNESCO Declaration concerning the Intentional Destruction of
Cultural Heritage. 17 October 2003
The following are measures to combat intentional destruction of
cultural heritage as stated in the Declaration:
(a) States should take all appropriate measures to prevent, avoid,
stop and suppress acts of intentional destruction of cultural
heritage, wherever such heritage is located.
(b) States should adopt the appropriate legislative,
administrative, educational and technical measures, within
the framework of their economic resources, to protect
cultural heritage and should revise them periodically with a
view to adapting them to the evolution of national and
international cultural heritage protection standards.
(c) States should endeavour, by all appropriate means, to ensure
respect for cultural heritage in society, particularly through
2
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educational, awareness-raising and information
programmes. Furthermore, a state that intentionally destroys
its cultural heritage whether or not inscribed on a list by
UNESCO or another international organization should be
accountable for such destruction under the extension
provided by international law.
UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity. 2 November
2001
Article 1 of the Universal Declaration states that cultural diversity
widens the range of options open to everyone; it is one of the roots
of development, understood not simply in terms of economic
growth, but also as a means to achieve a more satisfactory
intellectual, emotional, moral and spiritual existence. The
Universal Declaration also emphasizes that in order for creative
diversity to flourish, there must be a full implementation of
Cultural Rights as defined in Article 27 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and in Articles 13 and 15 of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage.
Paris, 2 November 2001
The Convention intends State Parties to protect and preserve
submerged cultural heritage. It also provided standard-setting
guidelines for activities including the treatment and research of
underwater cultural heritage. The 2001 Convention emphasized
that underwater cultural heritage should be preferably preserved
in situ and “should not be commercially exploited for trade or
speculation, and that it should not be irretrievably dispersed.”
Recommendation on the Safeguarding of Traditional Culture and
Folklore. 15 November 1989
In order to safeguard traditional culture and folklore, Member
States should exercise conservation and preservation of folk
3
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traditions by establishing national archives to properly store
collected folklore, creating museums or folklore sections at
existing museums where traditional and popular culture can be
exhibited, training collectors, archivists, documentarists and
other specialists in the conservation of folklore, from physical
conservation to analytic work, designing and introducing both
formal and out-of-school curricula the teaching and study of
folklore in an appropriate manner laying particular emphasis with
respect for folklore and setting up an interdisciplinary basis, a
National Folklore Council in which various interest groups will be
represented.
Recommendation Concerning the Status of the Artist. 27 October 1980
The Recommendation recognizes that status of artists as persons
actively engaged in cultural work should in no way compromise
their freedom of creativity, expression and communication but
should, on the contrary, confirm their dignity and integrity.
Member States should also promote and protect the status of
artists by considering artistic activity, including innovation and
research, as a service to the community. They should make it
possible for them to enjoy the esteem necessary for the full
development of their work and provide the economic safeguards
to which artists are entitled as people actively engaged in cultural
work.
Recommendation for the Safeguarding and Preservation of Moving
Images. 27 October 1980
Member States are galvanized to devote mandatory attention to
the archival standards concerning storage and treatment of
moving images recommended by the international organizations
competent in the field of the safeguarding and preservation of
moving images.
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Multilateral Convention for the Avoidance of Double Taxation of
Copyright Royalties, with Model Bilateral Agreement and Additional
Protocol. Madrid, 13 December 1979
The Convention seeks to find measures that will avoid double
taxation of copyright royalties and eliminate such taxation.
Recommendation for the Protection of Movable Cultural Property.
28 November 1978
The Recommendation considers that movable cultural property
representing different culture forms part of the common heritage
of mankind, thus, every State is morally responsible to the
international community as a whole for its safeguarding. States
should intensify and give a drumbeat to such measures for the
prevention and management of risks to ensure the effective
protection of movable cultural property and, at the same time,
reduce the cost of covering the risks incurred.
Declaration on Fundamental Principles Concerning the
Contribution of the Mass Media to Strengthening Peace and
International Understanding, to the Promotion of Human Rights and
to Countering Racialism, Apartheid and Incitement to War. 28
November 1978
According to Article II of the abovementioned Declaration,
mass media have a crucial role in promoting human rights,
combating all forms of racial discrimination, giving voices to the
oppressed and the strengthening of peace and international
understanding. It is also necessary for agents of mass media
specifically journalists to be assured of protection that will
guarantee them of best conditions where they will be able to
practice their profession.
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Recommendation on the Legal Protection of Translators and
Translations and the Practical Means to Improve the Status of
Translators. 22 November 1976
Member States should ensure the protection of translators
granted to authors under the provisions of the international
copyright conventions to which they are party and/or under their
national laws, but without prejudice to the rights of the authors of
the original works translated, in respect of their translations.
Member States should also galvanize measures for the effective
representation of translators and to encourage a creation of
professional organizations of translators.

Recommendation Concerning the International Exchange of
Cultural Property. 22 November 1976
According to the 'Measures Recommended' stated in the
Recommendation, Member States, in accordance with the
legislation and the constitutional system or practice and the
particular circumstances of their respective countries, should
adopt existing statutes or adopt new legislation and regulations
regarding inheritance, taxation and customs duties and take all
other necessary measures in order to make it possible or easier to
carry out the following operations solely for the purposes of
international exchanges of cultural property between cultural
institutions:
(a) definitive or temporary import or export as well as transit of
cultural property;
(b) transfer of ownership or derestriction of cultural property
belonging to a public body or a cultural institution.
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Recommendation on Participation by the People at Large in Cultural
Life and Their Contribution to it. 26 November 1976
The Recommendation focuses on the duties of the Member
States or the authorities to democratize the means and
instruments of cultural activity to enable all individuals to
participate freely and fully in cultural creation and its benefits, in
accordance with the requirements of social progress.
Recommendation Concerning the Safeguarding and Contemporary
Role of Historic Areas. 26 November 1976
According to the general principles of the Recommendation,
historic areas and their surroundings should be actively
protected, against damage of all kinds, particularly that resulting
from unsuitable use, unnecessary additions and misguided or
insensitive changes that will impair their authenticity from
damage due to any form of pollution. Any restoration work
undertaken should be based on scientific principles. With regard
to modern urbanization, architects and town-planners should be
careful to ensure that views from monuments and historic areas
are not spoilt and that historic areas are integrated harmoniously
into contemporary life.
Declaration of Guiding Principles on the Use of Satellite
Broadcasting for the Free Flow of Information, the Spread of
Education and Greater Cultural Exchange. 15 November 1972
According to Article 1 of the abovementioned Declaration, the
Charter of the United Nations and the Outer Space Treaty shall
govern the development of satellite broadcasting. In addition,
satellite broadcasting shall respect the sovereignty and equality of

7

Culture
all States. Its benefits should also be available to all countries
disregarding discriminations and their degrees of development.
*Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage. Paris, 16 November 1972 (Ratified: 1985)
The goal of the Convention is for the collective protection of
cultural and natural heritage of Outstanding Universal Value
which should be convened on a permanent basis with regard to
modern scientific methods. It is high time for the international
community to participate in protecting the world cultural and
natural heritage with the gravity of new dangers threatening
them.
Recommendation Concerning the Protection, at National Level, of
the Cultural and Natural Heritage. 16 November 1972
Each Member State should formulate, develop and apply
national policies focusing on the coordination and usage of all
scientific, technical, cultural and other resources available to
secure the effective protection, conservation and presentation of
the cultural and natural heritage, with regard to jurisdictional
and legislative requirements.
Universal Copyright Convention as Revised on 24 July 1971, with
Appendix Declaration Relating to Article XVII and Resolution
Concerning Article XI. Paris, 24 July 1971
The Convention seeks to ensure that all countries should have a
system of copyright protection in order to encourage the
development of literature, sciences and the arts. This universal
copyright system will also widely disseminate the works of the
human mind and will increase international understanding.
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Protocol 1 Annexed to the Universal Copyright Convention as
Revised on 24 July 1971 Concerning the Application of that
Convention to Work of Stateless Persons and Refugees. Paris, 24
July 1971
According to the revision of Universal Copyright Convention
1971 in Paris of Protocol 1, "Stateless persons and refugees who
have their habitual residence in a State party to this Protocol
shall, for the purposes of the Convention, be assimilated to the
nationals of that State."
Protocol 2 Annexed to the Universal Copyright Convention as
Revised on 24 July 1971 Concerning the Application of that
Convention to Works of Certain International Organizations.
Paris, 24 July 1971
This provision guarantees the protection of works published for
the first time by the United Nations, by the Specialized Agencies
in relationship therewith, or by the Organization of American
States, in the same manner as article II (1) of the 1971
Convention.
Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against
Unauthorized Duplication of Their Phonograms. Geneva, 29
October 1971
The aim of the Convention is to address the spread of
unauthorized duplication of phonograms and the damage this
has caused to the interests of authors, performers and producers
of phonograms.
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Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit
Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property.
Paris, 14 November 1970
The State Parties of the Convention agree to prevent the unlawful
import, export and transfer of ownership of cultural property as
well as facilitate the recovery and return of trafficked/stolen
property. International cooperation is one of the most effective
means of protecting each country's cultural property against
dangers of theft, clandestine excavation, and illicit export.

Recommendation Concerning the Preservation of Cultural Property
Endangered by Public or Private Works. 19 November 1968
According to the Recommendation, measures enacted by
Member States to preserve cultural property, should extend to the
whole territory of the State and should not be confined to certain
monuments and sites. When overriding economic or social
conditions require that cultural property be transferred,
abandoned or destroyed, salvage or rescue operations should
always include careful study of the cultural property involved and
the preparation of detailed records.

Declaration of Principles of International Cultural Cooperation.
4 November 1966
The following are the objectives of international cultural cooperation as stated in Article IV:
(a) To spread knowledge, to stimulate talent and to enrich
cultures;
(b) To develop peaceful relations and friendship among the
peoples and bring about a better understanding of each
other's way of life;

10

Culture
(c) To contribute to the application of the principles set out in
the United Nations Declarations that are recalled in the
Preamble to this Declaration;
(d) To enable, everyone to have access to knowledge, to enjoy the
arts and literature of all peoples, to share in advances made in
science in all parts of the world and in the resulting benefits,
and to contribute to the enrichment of cultural life; and
(e) To raise the level of the spiritual and material life of man in all
parts of the world.
Recommendation on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the
Illicit Export, Import and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural
Property. 19 November 1964
Paragraph 2 of the said Recommendation states that each
Member State should adopt whatever criteria it deems most
suitable for defining which terms of cultural property within its
territory should receive the protection envisaged in this
recommendation by reason of their great importance. Moreover,
according to the General Principles, no import of cultural
property should be authorized until such property has been
cleared from any restrictions on the part of the competent
authorities in the exporting State. It is also expected that each
Member State would take appropriate steps to prevent the illicit
transfer of ownership of cultural property.
Recommendation Concerning the Safeguarding of the Beauty and
Character of Landscapes and Sites. 11 December 1962
Preventive and corrective measures must be undertaken to
safeguard the beauty and character of landscapes and sites.
Safeguarding means the preservation and the restoration of
aspects of natural, rural and urban landscapes and sites, whether

11

Culture
natural or man-made, which have a cultural or aesthetic interest
or form typical natural surroundings. Methods to safeguard
include general supervision of activities likely to damage sites;
regional, rural and urban planning; and scheduling of extensive
landscapes by zones, among others.
Recommendation Concerning the Most Effective Means of
Rendering Museums Accessible to Everyone. 14 December 1960
The General Principles of the Recommendation mention that
Member States should take all appropriate steps to ensure that
the museums on their territory are accessible to all regardless of
economic or social status. Selective measures should be taken
into account relative to the different forms of museum
administration that exists in individual Member States.
Convention Concerning the Exchange of Official Publications and
Government Documents between States. Paris, 3 December 1958
Contracting States agree to exchange their official publications
and government documents, on a reciprocal basis, in accordance
with the provisions of the Convention. The following are
considered official publications and government documents:
parliamentary documents, reports and journals and other
legislative papers; administrative publications and reports from
central, federal and regional governmental bodies; national
bibliographies, State handbooks, bodies of law, decisions of the
Courts of Justice; and other publications as may be agreed.
However, the said Convention does not apply to confidential
documents, circulars and other items which have not been made
public.
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Convention Concerning the International Exchange of Publications.
Paris, 3 December 1958
Under the 1958 Convention, Contracting States agree to
encourage and facilitate the exchange of non-profit publications
between governmental bodies and non-governmental
institutions which are educational, scientific and technical, or
cultural in nature. These include:
(a) publications of an educational, legal, scientific and
technical, cultural and informational nature, such as books,
newspapers and periodicals, maps and plans, prints,
photographs, microcopies, musical works, Braille
publications and other graphic material;
(b) publications covered by the Convention concerning the
exchange of official publications and government
documents between States, adopted by the General
Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization on the third day of December
1958.
Recommendation on International Principle Applicable to
Archaeological Excavations. 5 December 1956 (Adopted:
05 December 1956)
To ensure the protection of the archaeological heritage of
Member States, each Member State should make archaeological
explorations and excavations subject to prior authorization by
the competent authority; oblige any person finding
archaeological remains to declare them at the earliest possible
date to the competent authority; impose penalties for the
infringement of these regulations; make undeclared objects
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subject to confiscation; define the legal status of the
archaeological sub-soil and, where State ownership of the said
sub-soil is recognized, specifically mention the fact in its
legislation; and consider classifying as historical monuments the
essential elements of its archaeological heritage.
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of
Armed Conflict with Regulations for the Execution of the
Convention. The Hague, 14 May 1954
The purpose of the Convention is to safeguard cultural property
during times of armed conflicts. High Contracting Parties
should undertake preparations in time of peace for the
protection of cultural properties situated within their own
territory against foreseeable effects of armed conflicts. However
during an armed conflict, according to Article 10, cultural
property under special protection shall be marked with the
distinctive emblem described in Article 16 called the Blue
Shield, and shall be open to international control as provided for
in the Regulations for the execution of the Convention.
First Protocol to the Convention for the Protection of Cultural
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict. The Hague, 14 May 1954
The Protocol seeks the establishment of appropriate procedures
to protect cultural property in case of armed conflict.
Safeguarding cultural property includes “the planning of
emergency measures for protection against fire or structural
collapse, the preparation for the removal of movable cultural
property or the provision for adequate in situ protection of such
property, and the designation of competent authorities
responsible for the safeguarding of cultural property.” (Article 5)
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Second Protocol to the Hague Convention of 1954 for the
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict.
The Hague, 26 March 1999
The Protocol supplements the Convention and pertains to
relations between the Parties. According to Article 3, in addition
to the provisions which shall apply in time of peace, this Protocol
shall apply in the event of declared war or of any other armed
conflict which may arise between two or more of the High
Contracting Parties, even if the state of war is not recognized by,
one or more of them. The Convention shall also apply to all cases
of partial or total occupation of the territory of a High
Contracting Party, even if the said occupation meets with no
armed resistance. Moreover, the protecting powers shall lend
their good offices in all cases where they may deem it useful in
the interest of cultural property, particularly if there is
disagreement between the Parties to the conflict as to the
application or interpretation of the provisions of the present
Convention or the Regulations for its execution.
Universal Copyright Convention, with Appendix Declaration
Relating to Article XVII and Resolution Concerning Article XI.
Geneva, 6 September 1952
In order to ensure respect for the rights of the individual and
encourage the development of literature, the sciences and the
arts, each Contracting State of the Universal Copyright
Convention agrees to undertake the effective protection of the
rights of authors and other copyright proprietors in literary,
scientific and artistic works, including writings, musical,
dramatic and cinematographic works, and paintings, engravings
and sculpture.
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Protocol 1 Annexed to the Universal Copyright Convention
Concerning the Application of that Convention to the Works of
Stateless Persons and Refugees. Geneva, 6 September 1952
According to the revision of Universal Copyright Convention
1971 in Paris of Protocol 1, "Stateless persons and refugees who
have their habitual residence in a State party to this Protocol shall,
for the purposes of the Convention, be assimilated to the
nationals of that State."
Protocol 2 Annexed to the Universal Copyright Convention
Concerning the Application of that Convention to the Works of
Certain International Organizations. Geneva, 6 September 1952
This provision guarantees the protection of works published for
the first time by the United Nations, by the Specialized Agencies
in relationship therewith, or by the Organization of American
States, in the same manner as article II (1) of the 1952
Convention.
Protocol 3 Annexed to the Universal Copyright Convention
Concerning the Effective Date of Instruments of Ratification or
Acceptance of or accession to that Convention. Geneva, 6
September 1952
Under the Third Protocol of the Universal Copyright
Convention, any State Party depositing its instrument of
ratification, acceptance or accession to the Convention shall
notify the Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) that that
instrument shall not take effect for the purposes of Article IX of
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the Convention until any other State named in such notification
shall have deposited its instrument.
*Agreement on the Importation of Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Materials, with Annexes A to E and Protocol Annexed.
Florence, 17 June 1950 (Ratified: 1952)
The main purpose of the agreement is to easily import
educational, scientific and cultural materials. With the reduction
of tariff, tax, currency and trade obstacles, the international
circulation of these materials will be less difficult and costly for
individuals and organizations from overseas.
Protocol to the Agreement on the Importation of Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Materials, with Annexes A to H. Nairobi, 26 November
1976
The Protocol indicates the accession of several developing
countries to national sovereignty since 1950 and their necessity
for easier and less costly access to education, science, technology
and culture. The Protocol also broadens the scope of the
Agreement by extending its offers to the circulation of additional
objects such as material and machines used for the production of
books, publications and documents, musical instruments and
other musical equipment, sports equipment, articles for the
blind and other handicapped persons, scientific instruments or
apparatus, visual and auditory materials of an educational,
scientific or cultural character, visual and auditory materials and
works of art and collectors' pieces of an educational, scientific or
cultural character.
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*Agreement for Facilitating the International Circulation of Visual
and Auditory Materials of an Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Character with Protocol of Signature and Model Form of Certificate
Provided for in Article IV of the Above-mentioned Agreement.
Beirut, 10 December 1948 (Ratified:1952)
The objective of the Agreement is to facilitate international circulation
of visual and auditory materials of educational, scientific and cultural
character in order to harness a free flow of ideas through the
development of a subject, diffusion of knowledge through content and
promotion of international understanding and goodwill.

18

Culture

Education
Asia-Pacific Regional Convention on the Recognition of
Qualifications in Higher Education. Tokyo, 26 November 2011
The revised Convention promotes the mutual recognition of
studies, diplomas and degrees in higher education by countries
in the Asia-Pacific region given the great diversity of
educational systems and the richness of culture and society in
the region.
Revised Recommendation Concerning Technical and Vocational
Education. 2 November 2001
The Recommendation applies to all forms and aspects of
education that are technical and vocational in nature, provided
either in educational institutions or under their authority, by
public authorities, the private sector or through other forms of
organized education, formal or non-formal, aiming to ensure
that all members of the community have access to the pathways
of lifelong learning. For the purposes of the Recommendation,
"technical and vocational education" was used as a
comprehensive term referring to the aspects of the educational
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process involving, in addition to general education, the study of
technologies and related sciences, and the acquisition of
practical skills, attitudes, understanding and knowledge relating
to occupations in various sectors of economic and social life.
Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications Concerning Higher
Education in the European Region. Lisbon, 11 April 1997

The purpose of the Convention is to facilitate the recognition of
the academic qualifications issued/granted by Parties to the
Convention. Member States also agree to use transparent,
reliable and fair criteria and procedures in assessing
qualifications. The recognition will only be refused if the
qualification is “substantially different from that of the host
country” where the educational institution should be held
accountable.
Recommendation Concerning the Status of Higher-Education
Teaching Personnel. 11 November 1997
The Recommendation recognizes that teaching in higher
education is a form of public service requiring expert knowledge
and specialized skills acquired and maintained through
rigorous and lifelong study and research. It also calls for teaching
personnel's sense of personal and institutional responsibility for
the education and welfare of students and of the community at
large and for a commitment to high professional standards in
scholarship and research. In line with this, working conditions
of higher-education teaching personnel should promote
effective teaching, scholarship, research and extension work and
enable them to carry out their professional tasks and should be
free from discrimination of any kind.
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Recommendation on the Recognition of Studies and Qualifications
in Higher Education. 13 November 1993
The Recommendation addresses the promotion of an overall
increase in the number of people able to benefit from higher
education, the development of human resources, greater
mobility for teachers, students, researchers and professionals and
a reduction in the difficulties encountered by persons who have
been trained or educated abroad and who wish to study or
practice a profession. (Preamble)
Convention on Technical and Vocational Education. Paris, 10
November 1989
The Contracting States agree to frame policies, define strategies
and to implement, in accordance with their needs and resources,
programmes and curricula for technical and vocational
education designed for young people and adults, within the
framework of their respective education systems, in order to
enable them to acquire the knowledge and know-how that are
essential to economic and social development as well as to the
personal and cultural fulfilment of the individual in society.
(Article 2)
*Regional Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas, and
Degrees in Higher Education in Asia and the Pacific. Bangkok, 16
December 1983 (Ratified: 2003)
The purpose of the convention is to encourage mobility among
students, teachers and researchers through the recognition of
studies, diplomas and degrees in higher education among
Contracting States in Asia and the Pacific. The promotion of
mobility serves as a prerequisite for the acceleration of
development in the region with respect to the demands for
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training and full employment of the increasing numbers of
scientists, technicians and specialists.
Regional Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Certificates,
Diplomas, Degrees and Other Academic Qualifications in Higher
Education in the African States. Arusha, 5 December 1981
The Contracting States intend, through joint action concerning
the recognition of studies, certificates, diplomas, degrees or
other academic qualifications, to contribute to the strengthening
African unity and solidarity, removing constraints based on
different past colonial experience which cut across the region's
traditional historical and cultural links and promoting and
strengthening the cultural identity of Africa and its various
countries. (Article 2)
Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees
Concerning Higher Education in the States belonging to the Europe
Region. Paris, 21 December 1979
The Contracting States agree to make their higher educational
institutions as widely accessible as possible to students or
researchers in the States belonging to the Europe Region and to
recognize the studies, certificates, diplomas and degrees of such
persons.
Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in
Higher Education in the Arab States. Paris, 22 December 1978
The aim of the Convention is for the Contracting States to ensure
the recognition of studies, diplomas and degrees in higher
education as a means to encourage mobility among students,
members of the teaching profession, and other specialists and
research workers within the Arab region. The other objectives of
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the convention are the development of education and promotion
of lifelong learning through the promotion of access and
improvement of its quality.
International Charter of Physical Education and Sport. 21 November
1978

The International Charter proclaims that the practice of physical
education and sport is a fundamental right for all. The purpose
of the Charter is to place the development of physical education
and sport at the service of human progress and urge
governments, nongovernmental organizations, educators,
families and individuals to be guided thereby.
International Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas
and Degrees in Higher Education in the Arab and European States
Bordering on the Mediterranean. Nice, 17 December 1976
The Arab and European States bordering on the Mediterranean
have agreed to make their higher educational institutions as
widely accessible as possible to students or researchers from any
of the Contracting States, to recognize the studies, certificates,
diplomas and degrees of such persons and to harmonize the
entrance requirements of the educational institutions of each
country. (Article 2)
Recommendation on the Development of Adult Education. 26
November 1976
According to the objectives and strateg y of the
Recommendation, adult education should contribute to the
promotion of work for peace; international understanding and
co-operation; development of a critical understanding of major
contemporary problems and social changes; effective
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incorporation into working life of advanced technical and
vocational education and the development of aptitude in honing
new knowledge, qualifications, attitudes or forms of behavior
conducive to the full maturity of the personality.
Regional Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and
Degrees in Higher Education in Latin America and the Caribbean.
Mexico, 19 July 1974
The Contracting States declare their intention to promote joint
use of available educational resources by placing their training
institutions at the service of the integral development of all the
peoples in the region; to strive at regional level for the
continuous improvement of the curricula which, together with
appropriate planning and organization, promote inter-regional
co-operation with respect to the recognition of studies and
degrees; and to set up the national and regional bodies needed to
facilitate the most rapid and effective application of this
Convention. (Article 2)
Recommendation Concerning Education for International
Understanding, Cooperation and Peace and Education Relating to
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. 19 November 1974
According to Article IV:
• Each Member State should formulate and apply national policies
aimed at increasing the efficacy of education in all its forms and
strengthening its contribution to international understanding and
cooperation, to the maintenance and development of a just peace,
to the establishment of social justice, to respect for and application
of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and to the
eradication of the prejudices, misconceptions, inequalities and all
forms of injustice which hinder the achievement of these aims.
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• Member States should, in collaboration with the National
Commissions, take steps to ensure cooperation between
ministries and departments and coordination of their efforts to
plan and carry out concerted programmes of action in
international education.
• Member States should provide, consistent with their constitutional
provisions, the financial, administrative, material and moral
support necessary to implement this recommendation.
Recommendation Concerning the Status of Teachers. 5 October
1966
According to Article 3, the status of teachers should be
commensurate with the needs of education as assessed in the light of
educational aims and objectives. It should be recognized that the
proper status of teachers and due public regard for the profession of
teaching are of major importance for the full realization of the aims of
the Recommendation.
*1962 Protocol Instituting a Conciliation and Good Offices
Commission to be Responsible for Seeking the Settlement of any
Disputes which May Arise between States Parties to the Convention
Against Discrimination in Education Paris, 10 December 1962
(Accepted: 1964)
Article 1 of the protocol grants the creation of a Commission which
will be “responsible for seeking the amicable settlement of disputes
between States Parties to the Convention against discrimination in
education.” The Commission consists of 11 members who are of
high moral standing and acknowledged impartiality and elected by
the General Conference of the UNESCO.
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*Convention Against Discrimination in Education. Paris, 14
December 1960 (Accepted: 1964)
The aim of the Convention is to prohibit any form of discrimination
in education which includes “any distinction, exclusion, limitation or
preference which, being based on race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national or social origin, economic
condition or birth, has the purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing
equality of treatment in education.” The Convention also asserts that
every person has a right to education as recalled through the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Recommendation against Discrimination in Education. 14 December
1960
In order to eliminate and prevent discrimination in education
within the meaning defined in the Recommendation, Member
States should:
• Abrogate any statutory provisions and any administrative
instructions and discontinue any administrative practices which
involve discrimination in education;
• Ensure, by legislation where necessary, that there is no
discrimination in the admission of pupils to educational
institutions;
• Not allow any differences of treatment by the public authorities
between nationals, except on the basis of merit or need, in the
matter of school fees and the grant of scholarships or other forms of
assistance to pupils and necessary permits and facilities for the
pursuit of studies in foreign countries;
• Not allow, in any form of assistance granted by the public
authorities to educational institutions, any restriction or preference
based solely on the ground that pupils belong to a particular group;
• Give foreign nationals resident within their territory the same
access to education as that given to their own nationals.
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*Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as
Waterfowl Habitat. Ramsar, 2 February 1971 (Acceded: 1994)
Each Contracting Party in the Convention selects suitable
wetlands (areas of marsh or water whether natural/artificial/
permanent/temporary with which the depth during low tide
does not exceed six meters) in its territory to be included in a List
of Wetlands of International Importance. Wetlands should be
chosen according to international standards in terms of ecology,
botany, zoology, limnology or hydrology. Moreover, each
Contracting Party should promote the conservation of wetlands
and waterfowls (birds ecologically dependent on wetlands)
through the establishment of nature reserves on wetlands.
Protocol to Amend the Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat. Paris, 3 December
1982
The Protocol recognizes that in order for the Convention on
Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl
Habitat to be effective, it is necessary to increase the number of
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Contracting Parties and the addition of authentic language
versions which would garner wider participation in the
Convention.
Protocol to Amend Articles 6 and 7 of the Convention on Wetlands
of International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat.
Regina, Canada, 28 May 1987
There shall be a Conference for Contracting Parties to review
and promote the implementation of this Convention. The
Bureau referred to in Article 8, paragraph 1, shall convene
ordinary meetings of the Conference of the Contracting Parties
at intervals of not more than three years, unless the Conference
decides otherwise, and extraordinary meetings at the written
request of at least one third of the Contracting Parties. Each
ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties
shall determine the time and venue of the next ordinary
meeting. (Article 6) Each of the Contracting Parties represented
at a Conference shall have one vote, recommendations,
resolutions and decisions being adopted by a simple majority of
the Contracting Parties present and voting, unless otherwise
provided for in this Convention. (Article 7)
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*International Convention Against Doping in Sport. Paris, 19
October 2005 (Ratified: 2010)
The purpose of the Convention is to promote the prevention of
doping by athletes in sport for the interest of honesty and fair
play, and to protect the health of athletes and the future of sport.
Moreover, doping challenges ethical principles and educational
values embodied in the International Charter of Physical
Education and Sport of UNESCO and in the Olympic Charter.
States Parties to the Convention are also required to apply the
standards of the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) for
granting therapeutic use exemptions and to support and fund
WADA's efforts in facilitating international anti-doping
cooperation.
Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights. 19 October
2005
The Declaration provides a universal framework of principles
and procedures to guide States in the formulation of their
legislation, policies or other instruments in the field of bioethics.
It also promotes respect for human dignity and protects human
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rights by ensuring respect for the life of human beings, and
fundamental freedoms, consistent with international human
rights law. Furthermore, it recognizes the importance of
freedom of scientific research and the benefits derived from
scientific and technological developments, while stressing the
need for such research and developments to occur within the
framework of ethical principles set out in this Declaration and to
respect human dignity, human rights and fundamental
freedoms. (Article 2)
International Declaration on Human Genetic Data. 16 October 2003
The objectives of the Declaration are: to ensure the respect of
human dignity and protection of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in the collection, processing, use and storage of human
genetic data, human proteomic data and of the biological
samples from which they are derived; to uphold equality, justice
and solidarity while considering freedom of thought, expression
and research and to set out the principles which should guide
States in the formulation of their legislation and their policies on
these issues; and to form the basis of guidelines on good
practices in these areas for the institutions and individuals
concerned. (Article 1)
Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and Human Rights.
11 November 1997
The Declaration recognizes that "the human genome underlies
the fundamental unity of all members of the human family, as
well as the recognition of their inherent dignity and diversity. In
a symbolic sense, it is the heritage of humanity." The human
genome is also subject to mutations which vary according to
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each individual's natural and social environment, including the
individual's state of health, living conditions, nutrition and
education. Most importantly, the human genome in its natural
state should not give rise to financial gains.
Declaration on the Responsibilities of the Present Generations
Towards Future Generations. 12 November 1997
Article 1 states that the present generations should safeguard the
needs and interests of both the present and future generations;
that the freedom of both generations in terms of political,
economic and social systems should also be ensured in order to
preserve their cultural and religious diversity. According to
Article 4, present generations also have the responsibility to
bequeath to future generations an Earth which will not one day
be irreversibly damaged by human activity. Likewise, present
generations should spare future generations the scourge of war.
To that end, they should avoid exposing future generations to the
harmful consequences of armed conflicts as well as all other
forms of aggression and use of weapons, contrary to
humanitarian principles. (Article 9)
Declaration of Principles on Tolerance. 16 November 1995
Article 2 affirms that in order to attain a tolerant society, states
should ratify human rights conventions, and draft new
legislation where necessary to ensure equality of treatment and
of opportunity for all groups and individuals in society. It is
essential for international harmony that individuals,
communities and nations accept and respect the multicultural
character of the human family. Without tolerance, there can be
no peace, and without peace there can be no development or
democracy.
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Revised Recommendation concerning International Competitions
in Architecture and Town Planning. 27 November 1978
For the objectives of the revised Recommendation, the
designation ‘international’ applies to any competition in which
the participation of architects or town planners of more than one
country is invited. International competitions may be either
open or restricted. Competitions for which any specialists of
two or more countries may enter are termed open while
competitions which are limited to certain specialists invited by
the organizers are termed restricted. Furthermore, international
competitions may consist of one or two stages. Also, organizers
of international competitions should be guided by the
provisions of the Standard Regulations of the revised
Recommendation. (Article 1)
Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice. 27 November 1978
Any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference based on
race, colour, ethnic or national origin, or religious intolerance
motivated by racist considerations, which destroys or
compromises the sovereign equality of States and the right of
peoples to self-determination, or which limits in an arbitrary or
discriminatory manner the right of every human being and
group to full development, is incompatible with the
requirements of an international order which is just and
guarantees respect for human rights. The right to full
development implies equal access to the means of personal and
collective advancement and fulfilment in a climate of respect for
the values of civilizations and cultures, both national and world
wide. (Article 3)
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Recommendation on the Status of Scientific Researchers. 20
November 1974
According to the Recommendation, each Member State should
strive to use scientific and technological knowledge for the
enhancement of the cultural and material well-being of its
citizens, and to further the United Nations ideals and objectives.
Member States should encourage scientific researchers with the
support of the public authorities by giving them the right to work
in a spirit of intellectual freedom to pursue, expound and defend
the scientific truth according to their volitions.

33

Social and Human Sciences

Communication &
Information
Recommendation Concerning the Promotion and Use of
Multilingualism and Universal Access to Cyberspace. 15 October 2003
The Recommendation addresses the elimination of language
barriers to promote an all inclusive human interaction on the
Internet. Member States should ensure that all cultures can
express themselves and have access to cyberspace in all languages,
including indigenous ones. The Recommendation also focuses its
intervention on the production of local and indigenous content
on the Internet.

Charter on the Preservation of Digital Heritage. 15 October 2003
The purpose of preserving the digital heritage is to ensure that it
remains accessible to the public. Accordingly, access to digital
heritage materials, especially those in the public domain, should
be free of unreasonable restrictions. At the same time, sensitive
and personal information should be protected from any form of
intrusion. (Article 2) Digital materials include texts, databases,
still and moving images, audio, graphics, software and web pages,
among a wide and growing range of formats. They are frequently
ephemeral, and require purposeful production, maintenance and
management. (Article 1)
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Recommendation on the Safeguarding of Traditional Culture and
Folklore. 15 November 1989
The General Conference recommends that Member States
should safeguard traditional culture and folklore by encouraging
appropriate survey research on national, regional and
international levels with the aim to:
(a) develop a national inventory of institutions concerned with
folklore with a view to its inclusion in regional and global
registers of folklore institutions;
(b) create identification and recording systems (collection,
cataloguing, transcription) or develop those that already
exist by handbooks, collecting guides, model catalogues, etc.,
in view of the need to coordinate the classification systems
used by different institutions;
© stimulate the creation of a standard typology of folklore by way
of: i) a general outline of folklore for global use; ii) a
comprehensive register of folklore; and iii) regional
classifications of folklore, especially fieldwork pilot projects.
Recommendation Concerning the Status of the Artist. 27 October 1980

The Recommendation recognizes that the status of artists as
persons actively engaged in cultural work should in no way
compromise their freedom of creativity, expression and
communication but should, on the contrary, confirm their
dignity and integrity. Member States should also promote and
protect the status of artists by considering artistic activity,
including innovation and research, as a service to the community.
They should make it possible for artists to enjoy the esteem
necessary for the full development of their work and provide the
economic safeguards to which artists are entitled as people
actively engaged in cultural work.
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Recommendation for the Safeguarding and Preservation of Moving
Images. 27 October 1980
To ensure that moving images are preserved and safeguarded,
Member States are encouraged to take appropriate physical
protection from the depredations wrought by time and by the
environment such as the use of archives and cataloguing systems.
Declaration on Fundamental Principles Concerning the
Contribution of the Mass Media to Strengthening Peace and
International Understanding, to the Promotion of Human Rights
and to Countering Racialism, Apartheid and Incitement to War.
28 November 1978
The mass media play a crucial role in strengthening peace and
international understanding, promoting human rights and the
countering of racialism, apartheid and incitement to war by
disseminating information, eliminating ignorance and
misunderstanding all over the world, and galvanizing action in
eradicating maladies which afflict humanity, such as poverty,
malnutrition and diseases.
Recommendation for the Protection of Movable Cultural Property.
28 November 1978
The Recommendation deals with the prevention and coverage of
various risks such as damage, deterioration and loss of movable
cultural property. Movable cultural property includes objects
belonging either to the State or public bodies or to private bodies
or individuals.
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Recommendation on Participation by the People at Large in Cultural
Life and their Contribution to it. 26 November 1976
Member States are encouraged to adopt legislations which will
guarantee human rights, participation to cultural life, provide
equal access to national and world cultures, pay attention to
women's full entitlement to access to culture and to effective
participation in cultural life, safeguard regional and national
languages and protect and enhance the heritage of the past, and
particularly ancient monuments and traditions which may
contribute to the essential equilibrium of societies subject to a
rapid process of industrialization and urbanization.
Recommendation Concerning the International Exchange of
Cultural Property. 26 November 1976
According to the Recommendation, circulation of cultural
property should be regulated by legal, scientific and technical
conditions to prevent illicit trading in and damage to such
property in order to promote mutual understanding and
appreciation among nations.
Recommendation Concerning the Safeguarding and Contemporary
Role of Historic Areas. 26 November 1976
Since historic areas and surroundings form an irreplaceable
universal heritage, the governments and the citizens of the States
in whose territory they are situated should be obliged to
safeguard them and integrate into their social life. The national,
regional or local authorities should be answerable for their
performance of this duty in the interest of all citizens and of the
international community, in accordance with the conditions of
each Member State with regard to the allocation of powers.
(Article II)
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Convention Relating to the Distribution of Programme-Carrying
Signals Transmitted by Satellite. Brussels, 21 May 1974
The Contracting States of the Convention agree to undertake
specific measures to prevent the distribution on or from its territory
of any programme-carrying signal by any distributor for whom the
signal emitted to or passing through the satellite is not intended.
This obligation shall apply where the originating organization is a
national of another Contracting State and where the signal
distributed is a derived signal. (Article 2)
Declaration of Guiding Principles on the Use of Satellite Broadcasting
for the Free Flow of Information, the Spread of Education and Greater
Cultural Exchange. 15 November 1972
The objective of satellite broadcasting for the free flow of
information is to ensure the widest possible dissemination of news
all over the world with a high regard to factual accuracy of the
information reaching the public. (Article 5) In terms of education,
satellite broadcasting aims to extend educational opportunities,
improve the content of school curricula, further the training of
educators, assist in the struggle against illiteracy, and help ensure lifelong education. (Article 6) Furthermore, the promotion of cultural
exchange to foster greater contact and mutual understanding
between peoples is also an objective of satellite broadcasting.
Recommendation Concerning the Protection, at National Level, of the
Cultural and Natural Heritage. 16 November 1972
Each Member State should formulate, develop and apply national
policies focusing on the coordination and usage of all scientific,
technical, cultural and other resources available to secure the
effective protection, conservation and presentation of the cultural
and natural heritage, with regard to jurisdictional and legislative
requirements.
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Recommendation Concerning the Preservation of Cultural Property
Endangered by Public or Private Works. 19 November 1968
According to the Recommendation, measures enacted by Member
States to preserve cultural property should extend to the whole
territory of the State and should not be confined to certain
monuments and sites. When overriding economic or social
conditions require that cultural property be transferred,
abandoned or destroyed, salvage or rescue operations should
always include careful study of the cultural property involved and
the preparations of detailed records.
Declaration of Principles of International Cultural Cooperation. 4
November 1966
The following are the objectives of international cultural
cooperation as stated in Article IV:
(a) To spread knowledge, to stimulate talent and to enrich
cultures;
(b) To develop peaceful relations and friendship among the
peoples and bring about a better understanding of each
other's way of life;
(c) To contribute to the application of the principles set out in the
United Nations Declarations that are recalled in the Preamble
to this Declaration;
(d) To enable, everyone to have access to knowledge, to enjoy the
arts and literature of all peoples, to share in advances made in
science in all parts of the world and in the resulting benefits,
and to contribute to the enrichment of cultural life;
(e) To raise the level of the spiritual and material life of man in all
parts of the world.
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Recommendation on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the
Illicit Export, Import and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property.
19 November 1964
Paragraph 2 of the said Recommendation states that each Member
State should adopt whatever criteria it deems most suitable for
defining which tems of cultural property within its territory
should receive the protection envisaged in this Recommendation
by reason of their great importance. Moreover, according to the
General Principles, no import of cultural property should be
authorized until such property has been cleared from any
restrictions on the part of the competent authorities in the
exporting State. It is also expected that each Member State should
take appropriate steps to prevent the illicit transfer of ownership of
cultural property.
Recommendation Concerning the Safeguarding of Beauty and
Character of Landscapes and Sites. 11 December 1962
Preventive and corrective measures must be undertaken to
safeguard the beauty and character of landscapes and sites.
Safeguarding means the preservation and the restoration of
aspects of natural, rural and urban landscapes and sites, whether
natural or man-made, which have a cultural or aesthetic interest or
form typical natural surroundings. Methods to safeguard include
general supervision of activities likely to damage sites; regional,
rural and urban planning; and scheduling of extensive landscapes
by zones, among others.
*International Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers
of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations. Rome, 26 October
1961 (Acceded: 1984)
Adopted in 1961 and also known as the Rome Convention, this
serves as a ‘founding text’ for the protection of performers’ and
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phonographic producers' rights at the international level (75 years
after the Berne Convention protecting authors.) Performers,
phonogram producers and broadcasting organizations are given
minimal protection under this provision unless the state becomes a
party to this Convention.
Recommendation Concerning the Most Effective Means of Rendering
Museums Accessible to Everyone. 14 December 1960
Member States should take all appropriate steps to ensure that the
museums in their territory are accessible regardless of economic
or social status. Measures should take into account the different
forms of museum administration that may exist in individual
Member States.
Recommendation on International Principle Applicable to
Archaeological Excavations. 5 December 1956
For the purpose of the Recommendation, archaeological
excavations mean any research aimed at the discovery of objects
of archaeological character, whether such research involves
digging of the ground, systematic exploration of its surface, or is
carried out on the bed or in the subsoil of inland or territorial
waters of a Member State. (Article 1)
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Conventions and
other recommendations
Revised Recommendation Concerning the International
Standardization of Statistics on the Production and Distribution of
Books, Newspapers and Periodicals. 1 November 1985
The Recommendation relates to statistics designed to provide
standardized information in each Member State on various
aspects of the production and distribution of printed publications
such as books, newspapers and periodicals. On the other hand,
statistics cover printed periodic and non-periodic publications
which are published in a particular country and made available to
the public.
Recommendation Concerning the International Standardization of
Statistics on the Public Financing of Cultural Activities. 27 October
1980
The Recommendation is concerned with statistics designed to
provide standardized information in each Member State on the
financing of cultural activities through public expenditure (other
than that included in education and science statistics.)
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Revised Recommendation Concerning the International
Standardization of Educational Statistics. 27 November 1978
The Recommendation provides the definitions, classifications and
tabulations of statistics relating to education, including illiteracy,
educational attainment, enrolment, teachers, educational
institutions, and educational finance.
Recommendation Concerning the International Standardization of
Statistics on Science and Technology. 27 November 1978
The Recommendation pertains to statistics designed to provide
standardized information in each Member State on certain
scientific and technological (S&T) activities, and particularly on
research and experimental development (R&D). These statistics
cover all national institutions that perform or finance such
activities.
Recommendation Concerning the International Standardization of
Statistics on Radio and Television. 22 November 1976
The statistics referred to in the Recommendation are intended to
provide each Member State's information on a standardized basis
with regard to domestic and external broadcasting. Statistics on
the following shall be compiled: broadcasting institution,
broadcasting service, radio communication, telecommunication,
domestic broadcasting, external broadcasting, sound
broadcasting (radio), television, transmitter, power of a broadcast
transmitter, maximum effective radiated power (Maximum
ERP), broadcast frequency band, programme, broadcasting time,
programme service, sound broadcasting (radio) receiver,
television receiver and receiving license.
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Recommendation Concerning the International Standardization of
Library Statistics. 13 November 1970
In order to improve international comparability of library statistics,
national authorities of Member States should be responsible for
collecting and communicating library statistics guided by certain
standards in the matter of definitions, classifications and
presentations. It is also important to collect standardized statistics
as they are used for library planning and development. The
statistics referred in the Recommendation should be drawn up at
regular intervals of three years.
Recommendation Concerning the International Standardization of
Statistics Relating to Book Production and Periodicals. 19 November
1964
The statistics referred in the Recommendation cover printed
periodical and non-periodical publications which are published in
a particular country and made available to the public, and, in
general, are publications included in the national bibliographies of
the various countries. In compiling the statistics referred in the
Recommendation, the following definitions should be used:
(a) A publication is considered to be nonperiodical if it is
published at one time, or, at intervals, by volumes, the number
of which is generally determined in advance;
(b) A publication is considered to be a periodical if it constitutes
one issue in a continuous series under the same title,
published at regular or irregular intervals, over an indefinite
period, individual issues in the series being numbered
consecutively or each issue being dated;
(c) The term printed includes reproduction by any method of
mechanical impression, whatever it may be;

44

Conventions and Other Recommendations

(d) A publication is considered published in a particular country if
the publisher has his registered office in the country where the
statistics are compiled, the place of printing or place of
circulation here being relevant. When a publication is issued
by one or more publishers who have registered offices in two or
more countries, it is considered as having been published in
the country or countries where it is issued;
(e) A publication is considered as being made available to the
public when it is obtainable either by purchase or by
distribution free of charge. Publications intended for a
restricted readership, such as certain government
publications, those of learned societies, political or
professional organizations, etc., are also considered as being
available to the public.
Convention Concerning the Exchange of Official Publications and
Government Documents between States. Paris, 3 December 1958
Contracting States agree to exchange their official publications
and government documents, on a reciprocal basis, in accordance
with the provisions of the Convention. The following are
considered official publications and government documents:
parliamentary documents, reports and journals and other
legislative papers; administrative publications and reports from
central, federal and regional governmental bodies; national
bibliographies, State handbooks, bodies of law, decisions of the
Courts of Justice; and other publications as may be agreed.
However, the said Convention does not apply to confidential
documents, circulars and other items which have not been made
public.
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Convention Concerning the International Exchange of Publications.
Paris, 3 December 1958
Under the 1958 Convention, Contracting States agree to
encourage and facilitate the exchange of non-profit publications
between governmental bodies and non-governmental institutions
which are educational, scientific and technical, or cultural in
nature. These include:
(a) publications of an educational, legal, scientific and technical,
cultural and informational nature, such as books, newspapers
and periodicals, maps and plans, prints, photographs,
microcopies, musical works, Braille publications and other
graphic material;
(b) publications covered by the Convention concerning the
exchange of official publications and government documents
between States, adopted by the General Conference of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization on the third day of December 1958.
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